The history of our famous heritage ship
During 2007 Western Lady III, who had plied the waters of the Bay since 1947, left, it was thought for good, for the seas oﬀ
Dorset. In 2009 she returned, purchased by the Greenway Ferry Co., to once again grace our local waters. After a short but
intensive reﬁt she returned to duty during July 2009, renamed as Fairmile. The decision to rename her Fairmile is to honour
her origins and pedigree as a vessel of His Majesty’s Royal Navy seeing service during World War II as RML 497.
Many hundreds of Fairmiles were constructed during the war as inshore vessels for a variety of uses, from Motor Torpedo
boats (MTBs), Motor Gun Boats (MGBs) to Motor Launches (MLs). Their construction was the original ‘ﬂat pack’. Factory made
on a production line and assembled in ports all around the country. RML 497 was constructed as a Rescue Motor Launch, a
Fairmile B hull type, and was commissioned in 1942. She carried a crew of two oﬃcers and thirteen sailors. She saw service
out of Scapa Flow, Appledore, Dartmouth and Felixstowe. Although she never ﬁred her guns in anger she was involved in a
commando raid on the Channel Isles following D-Day. Her main duty was to rescue downed aircraft crew, especially if the
weather conditions were too rough for RAF Air Sea Rescue launches.
Many vessels identical to her were used in the costly raids on Dieppe and St Nazaire acting as troop transports. It is thoughtprovoking to travel on Fairmile today and notice just how vulnerable these ships would have been when under ﬁre. Especially
considering that they were of a wooden construction and powered by petrol engines. Today you need have no worries, the
engines are reliable diesels and the only possible projectile, deposited by a seagull!
Join us aboard the Fairmile, which is used for a large number of our cruises including the Grand Heritage Cruise that was
oﬃcially launched in 2010 by HRH The Princess Royal.

Booking & Information 01803 882811

Book Online at: www.greenwayferry.co.uk
Head Oﬃce: 13 The Quay, Brixham, Devon TQ5 8AW
All trip times correct at time of going to press in Feb ‘12 and subject to weather and circumstances. Trips may be substituted or cancelled at the discretion
of Greenway Ferry Service. All vessels fully insured and licensed by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, carrying the latest safety equipment.

Brochure design by S.Carpenter Design - www.scarpenterdesign.co.uk

Email: sales@greenwayferry.co.uk

PRIORITY ENTRANCE TO THE NATIONAL TRUST PROPERTY

Departure information
Princess Pier Torquay 10.45am
Brixham 11.15am
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun
from 1st April – 31st October
TUESDAYS. Now open on selected Tuesdays.
3rd, 10th Apr, 5th Jun, 24th, 31st Jul, 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th Aug,
4th Sep & 30th Oct.
Return Day Cruise
Adult £19.50 £14
Child(5-14 years) £12.50 £10
Concession £18 £13
Family(2+2) £60 £45
Entrance to Greenway House not included.
Payable to the National Trust on entry. Change of
boat required at Dartmouth at no extra cost.

Take this opportunity to get an extraordinary glimpse into the private
holiday home of one of the country’s most famous and much-loved
authors, Agatha Christie. The relaxed and atmospheric family home is set
in the 1950s and contains many of the family's collections, including
archaeology, Tunbridgeware, silver, botanical china and books. You can
explore the grounds which include a large and romantic woodland
garden, with a restored vinery, wild edges and rare plantings, which
inhabit the hillside all the way down to the serene Dart estuary.
Don't forget to...
* Arrive in style at the Greenway Quay by Greenway Ferry.
* Use the touch screens in the house to learn about writing
and archaeology.
* Take advantage of the network of walks around the garden
and estate.

Find our booking oﬃces at Princess Pier Torquay
(Close to the Princess Theatre) and on The Quay at
Brixham Harbour. Ensure you book with our
company and are not coerced into a diﬀerent cruise.

Book online at www.greenwayfer r y.co.uk

